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In 2021, some street vendors informed Mohit Valecha, Delhi in-charge of the National Hawker Federation (NHF), that officers of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) were giving out loan application forms to shopkeepers at Saraswati camp, RK Puram, under the PM SVANidhi scheme. “By the time we reached there, the officers had distributed applications to around 12 of the 20 shopkeepers there. These were junior officers. When we questioned them, they said they did so to meet their targets, and left soon,” says Mohit, who is also All India Youth President of NHF. “I don’t know if the shopkeepers eventually got the loan, but MCD usually approves all applications.”




Mohit says he has found many such instances of inappropriate or fraudulent applications being made under the SVANidhi loan scheme. The Union government had launched the PM SVANidhi (PM Street Vendors’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi) scheme in June 2020, to provide collateral-free loans to street vendors to help them emerge from the COVID-induced business slump. But councillors and officers of the MCD have distributed applications to random persons, alleges Mohit.




In another incident in 2020, he says, several cycle rickshaw pullers turned up at a camp NHF had organised. “Their ward councillor had set up a camp for the scheme in his own office, and taken their applications to the MCD. They came to our camp to complete the next stage of the loan applications. Only when we told them did they realise that this was a loan, and not free money from the union government as they had been told by the councillor. On knowing this, they left.”




Even as the union government is celebrating the success of the scheme, street vendors’ associations across cities are contesting the actual number of scheme beneficiaries. As per the scheme website, over 63 lakh people have availed the loans.




Vendors’ associations say that the beneficiaries often include construction workers, auto drivers and even homemakers. This could perhaps have been avoided if municipalities followed the scheme guidelines, which required them to set up steering committees that include vendors’ representatives. But most municipalities have ignored this.




Under the SVANidhi scheme, street vendors can avail loans of Rs 10,000 without any collateral, and with interest subsidy up to 7% if they repay instalments on time. If the vendor repays the loan in a timely manner within a year, she will be eligible for another loan of Rs 20,000, and further, upon its repayment, Rs 50,000. 




[image: PM distributes loans to beneficiaries under PM SVANidhi scheme at JLN Stadium, in Delhi on March 14, 2024.]
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PM distributes loans to beneficiaries under PM SVANidhi scheme at JLN Stadium, in Delhi on March 14, 2024. Pic courtesy: Press Information Bureau, GoI



Vendors’ associations complain that fraudulent applications have become more rampant since late-2022, when municipalities faced mounting pressure to meet MoHUA’s targets.




Cities don’t have clear stats on vendors




As per the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, passed in 2014, every municipality has to survey and register its street vendors every five years, give them ID cards, and hold elections among them. The elected representatives will then make up 40% of the members of the municipality’s Town Vending Committee (TVC). Each municipality should compulsorily have a TVC to ensure vendors’ rights and to allot them individual vending spaces.









Read more: What are the demands of Mumbai’s street vendors?









But even a decade after the law was passed, most cities have not held proper surveys. They have registered only a small fraction of vendors, and the TVCs are largely dysfunctional. In the absence of exact data on street vendors, municipalities can give a Letter of Recommendation (LoR) to loan applicants, after which the application moves to the bank for approval.




While vendors can apply directly on the SVANidhi portal, the Community Resource Persons (CRPs) under the National Urban Livelihoods Mission (NULM) are tasked with helping vendors file applications. Anita Das, General Secretary of the Ranchi Footpath Dukandar Hawkers Sangh, says, “CRPs enrol people arbitrarily so as to meet targets, and also because they get incentives. Ranchi municipality also issued LoRs indiscriminately to meet scheme targets.” 




Nikesh Kumar, Assistant Administrator at Ranchi Municipal Corporation, confirmed that CRPs get an incentive of Rs 100 for filing an application, and another Rs 100 after loan disbursal.




The Sangh currently has 11 members in the city TVC. Ranchi corporation has registered only 6,000-odd vendors based on a 2017 survey, says Anita. Municipal officials, however, say they have forwarded around 19,600 loan applications to banks so far with the LoR, out of which around 13,500 have received loans.




Anita says, “At several camps held in the city, we saw non-vendors applying for the loan. We know cases of construction workers, slum dwellers and even reasonably well-off people getting the loan. Some city councillors also offered loans to their constituents randomly, though the scheme has no provision for involving councillors.”




Anita says TVC members had raised the issue of ineligible beneficiaries in a TVC meeting, but corporation officials merely asked them to approach higher authorities. The municipality has not shared the list of beneficiaries with them despite their request, she adds.





How to avail loans under the PM SVANidhi scheme




	Applications are accepted online at https://pmsvanidhi.mohua.gov.in/. The vendor’s phone number should be linked to their Aadhaar number.

	The few vendors who already have a certificate of vending (CoV), based on the municipality’s survey, can directly upload it in their loan application. Since most vendors don’t have a CoV, they first need to apply on the SVANidhi portal for a Letter of Recommendation (LoR). This application goes to the respective municipality.

	The vendor can track the status of the LoR application online by logging in via the OTP that comes to her phone number.

	Once the municipality issues the LoR, the vendor can apply on the portal for the Rs 10,000 loan. On the loan application page, the vendor needs to upload the LoR, based on which the application form will get auto-populated. Further, the vendor has to fill in other information such as bank account details and any prior loan details. This application goes to the bank.

	Though vendors can track the loan application status on the portal, they usually approach banks directly to speed up the process. Otherwise, applications may get rejected or delayed, they say. Some banks also require vendors to sign an affidavit and bring hard copies of documents during their visit. While all banks are included under scheme guidelines, private sector banks have largely avoided loan disbursal.

	On loan approval, the amount gets credited in the beneficiary’s bank account. 

	The whole process usually takes only a few days, or in some cases up to 1-2 months, vendors’ associations say.

	Once a beneficiary finishes repayment of the Rs 10,000 loan, she becomes eligible for loans of Rs 20,000 and Rs 50,000. She can apply for these loans too on the website, or, in some cases the bank pre-approves these loans.








Missing: Steering Committees as suggested in scheme guidelines




As per the PM SVANidhi scheme guidelines, “TVC plays a very important role in identification of beneficiaries”.




The guidelines of the SVANidhi scheme state that each municipality has to set up a steering committee comprised of three TVC members who are vendors’ representatives, along with municipal and banking officials. If the city has no TVC, the municipal commissioner is supposed to nominate three members from the street vendors’ associations in the city. This committee is supposed to “sponsor loan applications and monitor scheme implementation”, and has to meet monthly. 




But hardly any city has set up such a committee.




Nikesh Kumar of Ranchi Municipal Corporation confirmed that the city has no such committee. He said the TVC’s role is limited to creating awareness about the scheme among vendors. “The LoRs are only approved by municipal officials. We get applications from individual vendors, Community Officers who are municipal staff, and CRPs under NULM.”




Delhi municipalities too have no separate steering committees for the scheme, says Mohit Valecha. Mohit and other NHF members are part of various TVCs in Delhi. “Of the 2.25 lakh people who got loans in Delhi, we estimate that only 60-70% would be vendors.”




Discretionary loan disbursal




Babu S, President of the Federation of Bengaluru District Street Vendors Union, says that in Bengaluru, CRPs had taken applications from auto drivers, garment workers, homemakers, etc. “Though Bengaluru has no separate committee for the scheme, the district’s lead bank manager attends the zonal TVC meetings. We had raised this issue in meetings, but the lead bank manager said that the city corporation is the one that approves applications. And corporation officials in turn asked us to speak to NULM. We spoke to NULM officials, but didn’t lodge a formal complaint.”




Vikas Suralkar, Special Commissioner (Welfare) at Bengaluru city corporation, says he is unaware of this issue, and that action can be taken only if vendors file complaints about individual instances. “Else it’s not possible for us to look into every detail of over one lakh applications we have approved so far. Also, the priority of the scheme is to help people, it does not prevent us from helping others [who are not vendors].” 




He says the TVCs’ term in Bengaluru has ended, so they don’t have the mandate anymore. “The re-survey of vendors was supposed to be done in 2022, we will get it done this year.” Vikas was unaware of the provision for a city-level committee to monitor scheme implementation. 




Vendors in Telangana and Guwahati too say they have been excluded from the process. 




Shalivan Ranga, Telangana state president, National Association of Street Vendors of India (NASVI), says he identified many ineligible beneficiaries from Gajularamaram circle, Greater Hyderabad, through a phone survey. Of the 6,000 beneficiaries identified from the circle, many don’t work there at all, says Shalivan who is also a TVC member of the circle.




“Beneficiaries’ data is available online. When I called some of them, I found many were tailors who are self-help group (SHG) members and work out of home. And in many cases, the name or phone number was incorrect,” says Shalivan.




In Guwahati, TVC member Dilip Hazarika says they had questioned the provision of loans to  SHG members under the scheme. “We said they are not street vendors, they rarely participate in some markets and also sell to vendors. But we had to accept the municipality’s decision as all street vendors here are not registered. Only 7,185 vendors were identified in a 2014 survey, but loans have been given to around 27,000 people in Guwahati,” says Dilip.




“Purpose is fulfilled”: MoHUA Joint Secretary




Rahul Kapoor, Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and in-charge of PM SVANidhi scheme, says they have no data on which cities have set up the steering committee. “Our goal is not to check if these committees are holding regular meetings. These were supposed to be steering and monitoring committees that facilitate loans; as long as local bodies are issuing LoRs and loans are being sanctioned, that purpose is already being fulfilled.”




However, NASVI head Arbind Singh says that even the city-level committee mentioned in the scheme guidelines is inadequate. “Just three TVC members can’t represent the entire TVC. When the ministry was forming scheme guidelines, we had suggested that loan approvals should be done by the TVCs themselves, because TVCs already have representation of vendors and municipal officials; banker representation could be incorporated into them.”




Rahul Kapoor, MoHUA does acknowledge that vendors’ associations have been raising the issue of ineligible beneficiaries. “But they have not filed formal complaints against specific persons. Without this, taking action is difficult because many poor people do vending alongside other jobs; some may be vendors in certain seasons.”




Kapoor also says that the scheme requirements helped push states to implement the Street Vendors Act, such as in terms of setting up TVCs.  “But there’s still the question of how well TVCs are functioning; eventually this is a state subject.”




Vendors’ associations say the ineligible beneficiaries may not repay the loan, which would in turn impact how street vendors are perceived for future schemes. As per SVANidhi portal, only 40% of beneficiaries (25.7 lakh out of 63.6 lakh) have fully repaid the Rs 10,000 loan. Kapoor says this is because a large proportion of loans were only issued last year, and because the due date was extended for some who couldn’t repay during COVID waves.




Evictions continue




For genuine vendors, the loan approval process was difficult in the first few years, but has eased now. However, enrolment under the scheme doesn’t protect them from eviction or harassment by authorities. Cities continue to routinely evict vendors, often violently, without following any provision of the Street Vendors Act.









Read more: No surveys, no consultations, only eviction: BBMP’s street vendor policy









Arbind Singh says the scheme has helped vendors become part of the mainstream banking system and reduce their dependence on moneylenders, but it doesn’t address the problem of livelihood insecurity. “If a vendor who got the loan is constantly evicted and his wares destroyed, he won’t be able to repay the loan. But no one in the government wants to listen about the non-implementation of the Street Vendors Act.”




Also read:




	Mumbai hawkers in limbo: Government offers loans but continues eviction drives
	The one step from Chennai Corporation that could have saved many street vendors from misery during COVID-19


					
The Lok Sabha elections 2024 are scheduled to be held in seven phases between April 19th and June 1st. For the first time, senior citizens aged above 85 and persons with 40% and above disabilities will be able to vote from home. The voters in these two categories must file Form 12 D with the Election Commission.




Those who opt for vote-from-home will not be allowed to vote from the polling booth on voting day. 




Eligibility for postal ballots




Rule 27A of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 has been amended to provide the optional postal ballot facility to ‘Absentee Voters’. 




‘Absentee voter’ has been defined in clause (aa) of Rule-27A of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, and includes:




	Persons employed in essential services 
	Senior citizens above 85 years 
	Persons with Disabilities (with benchmark or above disability) 
	COVID-19 suspect or affected persons 





The category of essential services is notified by the Election Commission under Section 60(C) of the R.P. Act, 1951 in consultation with the Government. 




Others eligible to vote from home 




	Media persons covering polling activities. They must carry authorisation letters from the Election Commission 
	Service workers such as those who work in metros, railways and health care
	Personnel of the armed forces posted away from home
	Central Armed Police personnel posted away from home, and those on poll duty  
	All persons appointed on election duty who are not able to cast their vote at the polling station where they are enrolled as a voter are entitled to the facility of either an EDC or a postal ballot 





Procedures for voting through postal ballot 




An absentee voter, who wants to vote by postal ballot, has to make an application to the Returning Officer (RO) of the constituency concerned, in Form-12D, providing all requisite particulars. Applications for postal ballot facility should reach the RO during the period from date of announcement of election to five days following the date of notification of the election concerned.




The date of notification of the election is different for each phase: 




	Phase one was notified on March 20th-vote from home is underway and will continue till April 14th
	Phase two was notified on March 28th 
	Phase 3 will be notified on April 12th 
	Phase 4 will be notified on April 18th
	Phase 5 will be notified on April 26th 
	Phase 6 will be notified on April 29th 
	Phase 7 will be notified on May 7th 
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Representative image. Senior citizens aged 85 and above and persons with disability who opt for voting from home will not be allowed to vote directly in a polling booth. Pic: Yogesh Mhatre, CC BY 2.0 via Wikimedia Commons








Read more: Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Dayanidhi Maran, Chennai Central









In case of absentee voters belonging to Persons with Disability category, who opt for postal ballot, application (Form 12D) should be accompanied by a copy of benchmark disability certificate specified by the concerned appropriate Government, under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.  




People with disabilities can also avail of the vote from home facility by filling out form 12 D, if their name is registered in the ARO network as having a disability. First time voters with disability will have to get a certificate from a civil surgeon certifying their disability and submit it to the concerned ARO to be included in the network.




Teams working under the Assistant Returning Officer (ARO) will also be going door to door to distribute these forms. The forms can also be downloaded from the ECI website and submitted to the officers when they visit your home. Along with these forms, senior citizens will be expected to provide proof of their age. After collection, the forms will be reviewed by the Returning Officer (RO) for approval. 





	There are 85 lakh registered voters aged above 85 and 88.4 lakh voters who are Persons with Disabilities, according to Chief Election Commissioner, Rajiv Kumar








Voting from home procedure




	Those who are eligible for the vote-from-home facility have to fill up Form 12D and inform the ARO about not being able to physically visit the polling booth to vote. The address and contact details of the ARO are available in the respective state election commission websites
	A Booth Level Officer (BLO) will visit the houses of the absentee voters in the category of senior citizens aged above 85, Persons with Disabilities and COVID-19 suspect or affected persons, as per details provided by the RO, in the Polling Station area and deliver Form 12D to the concerned electors and obtain acknowledgements from them 
	If an elector is not available, the BLO shall share his/her contact details and revisit to collect it within five days of the notification 
	The process of casting postal ballots will be completed a day before the rest of the state casts their vote. The time table of the same will be provided to the representatives of political parties as well
	 A team of four will visit the house of the senior citizen: 2 polling officers, a videographer, and a security officer. The vote will be cast using a ballot paper. Along with that, the voter will fill out a declaration form: Form 13A
	Form 13 A will be signed by the voter and attested by the polling officer and will include the number of the ballot paper. The ballot paper and Form 13A will be sealed by the voter themselves in two separate envelopes. These two envelopes will be sealed together in a second envelope. The second envelope will be in turn sealed in a third one and given to the polling officer. These envelopes will be collected in a ballot box, which will be with the ARO





Provisions for officers on election duty




The ECI has also made arrangements to enable those who are posted for election duty to exercise their right to vote, said Anjali Bhosale, Deputy Collector, and the nodal officer in-charge of postal ballots for Mumbai South. Such officers have been given two forms along with the order, which asks them to join the election duty: Form 12 and form 12A. 




Form 12A is to be filled out by officers on duty who have been posted in the same constituency where they are registered as voters. On the other hand, Form 12 is to be filled out by those who have been appointed to work at a polling station, which falls outside the constituency where they are registered.




Citizens appointed to carry out this work are undergoing training for the same. During the first session of the training these forms are to be submitted to the Assistant Returning Officer (ARO).




In case form 12 A has been filled by the officer, they will be issued an Election Duty Certificate. They will have to present this certificate on the day of the polls to their presiding officer, who will then allow them to cast their vote at their duty station itself. 




On the other hand, if Form 12 has been filled, polling officers will get a chance to vote during their subsequent training sessions. A facilitation centre will be created where they will be able to cast their vote using a ballot paper. This process will take place before the rest of the state goes to the polls.









Read more: Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Poonam Mahajan, Mumbai North Central









Concerns and criticism




However, there have been some reservations expressed against the provision. Congress leader VD Satheesan wrote to the Chief Electoral Officer, asking that the election officers should ensure that ID proof of the voter be furnished apart from the electoral ID card and that the voter’s Aadhaar card be verified. He also said that voting should be conducted in the presence of booth level agents of respective political parties. 




Also read:




	Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Dr Kalanidhi Veerasamy, Chennai North
	Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Gajanan Kirtikar, Mumbai North West


					
As India gets ready to vote to decide who will represent the country in Parliament, Citizen Matters is speaking to elected representatives from Chennai, ahead of the Lok Sabha 2024 elections. 




As part of this series, we had a chat with Kalanidhi Veerasamy, incumbent MP from Chennai North constituency. Dr Kalanidhi has been given the ticket by his party DMK to contest from the same constituency in the 2024 polls.









Read more: Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Dr Kalanidhi Veerasamy, Chennai North









Chennai North and Dr Kalanidhi Veerasamy




[image: Chennai North Parliamentary map]
[image: Chennai North Parliamentary map]
The Lok Sabha constituency of Chennai North is composed of six assembly segments including Royapuram, Kolathur, T.V.K.Nagar, Perambur, Thiruvottiyur and Dr Radhakrishnan Nagar. 



Dr Kalanidhi, son of veteran DMK leader and former state minister Arcot N Veerasamy, had his debut political journey in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections from Chennai North constituency. Notably, Chennai North constituency registered 61.46 % votes, marking the highest of all three constituencies in Chennai city.




However, a lot has changed over the last few months. Residents of North Chennai have been dealt many blows with the Cyclone Michaung wreaking havoc, coupled with the oil spill and ammonia gas leak. This gravely affected people in the region and could have repercussions in the political scenario.




The people in and around Ennore have been protesting since December 26 with a demand to close the Coromandel International Limited plant (CIL) that caused the ammonia gas leak. With the Lok Sabha polls scheduled for April 19, four villages in Ennore, including Periyakuppam, Chinnakuppam, Ernavoorkuppam, and Ennorekuppam, have announced that they will boycott the upcoming Lok Sabha elections to protest government inaction against the CIL.




From industrial pollution to a lack of basic amenities like quality education, medical care, road facilities and waste management, the issues in this constituency are enormous. 









Read more: Floods, oil spill and ammonia gas leak…what other horrors await Chennai’s Ennore?









In this video interview with Kalanidhi Veerasamy, we deep-dived into issues plaguing the residents of the Chennai North constituency, the initiatives he undertook during his term as MP, his poll promises from 2019 elections that he kept, the promises that he failed to fulfil and other pressing issues that need attention.




Dr Kalanidhi speaks about improving educational facilities by bringing a Kendriya Vidyalaya School, medical college and hospital, engineering college and improving sports facilities in the region. He also says that he has recommended conducting a health survey in the areas affected by industrial pollution and will work towards decongesting the traffic caused by heavy vehicles. He said converting the reclaimed land from biomining in Kodungaiyur dump yard into a park will serve as a breathing space for the residents.




Watch the full interview here:











Also Read:




	North Chennai roads turn into an obstacle course for commuters
	North Chennai MP elect Kalanidhi Veeraswamy: “Kodungaiyur has to be shifted”


					
Cleanup Marshals are back in Mumbai




“The Cleanup Marshal” scheme has been reintroduced by the BMC from 2nd April after a gap of two years. The scheme has been launched on a pilot basis in the A Ward. The marshals are now equipped with a mobile app via which they can issue penalty receipts to people caught littering. When launched earlier, there were complaints that the marshals were not issuing receipts and were carrying out extortion of tourists: the reason why the scheme was discontinued by the BMC in 2011.




This system does away with physical receipts. Penalties can also be paid online by scanning a QR code. Fines of anywhere between Rs 200 to Rs 1000 will be charged for littering, defecating and spitting in public places. The marshals collected 2800 in fines on Wednesday. The BMC is planning to introduce the marshals in all 23 wards of the city in the near future.




Source: The Times of India, The Indian Express




Ridership of AC trains increases




With temperatures soaring in Mumbai, there has also been a rise in the number of tickets being purchased for the AC locals on the Western Railway (WR). On 1st April, WR reported a distinct rise in ticket sales with 3,561 season tickets and 23,623 journey tickets bought for its AC suburban trains. The numbers have increased steadily: February saw an average of 1,431 season passes and 17,922 journey tickets daily and in March it rose to 1,452 season passes and 17,981 tickets.




The Central railway also reported an increase in ticket sales on April 1, having sold 2,434 season tickets and 16,885 journey tickets for its air-conditioned suburban trains. 




Source: The Free Press Journal




“What is the price of a human life in this city?” asks Bombay HC to BMC




Taking suo motu cognisance of the death of two children by falling into a water tank on April 1, the Bombay HC asked the BMC, “What is the price of a human life in this city?” The children, aged five and four, had gone to play when they fell into the water tank at the Maharshi Karve garden run by the corporation. The tank did not have a proper lid, leading to the tragic accident.




A division bench of Justice Gautam Patel and Justice Kamal Khata initiated a PIL in the case. Referring to news articles about the budgetary constraints faced by the BMC, the HC asked if these constraints were an answer for the BMC’s failure to provide minimum safety measures.




Source: The Times of India, The Print









Read more: ‘Samman, Suraksha, Adhikar’: Where we have failed the true warriors of the Swachh movement









Government bungalows default on water charges




According to data collected by RTI activist Shakeel Ahmed, BMC records show that eleven government bungalows including those occupied by CM Eknath Shinde, and Deputy CMs Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar have defaulted on paying water bills between 2021 and 2024. The total outstanding of all government bungalows amounts to Rs 88.59 lakh.
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Representational image: Government bungalows in south Mumbai are defaulting on water charges according to data from BMC. Pic: Luis Tosta via Wikimedia Commons



Varsha and Nandanvan the two bungalows, which are used by CM Shinde have raked up an outstanding of  Rs 18.48 lakh in water bills from January 2022 and March 2022. Whereas Meghdoot and Sagar which are being used by Fadnavis have to pay an outstanding amount of Rs 2.73 lakh from April 2022. The bungalow being used by Pawar, Devgiri, has got unpaid water charges of Rs 4.38 lakh since April 2023. 




Senior officials from the Public Works Department who are responsible for the maintenance of these bungalows told The Indian Express that the bills for the last financial year will be cleared by Friday and the last date for doing so is April 28.




Source: The Indian Express




Massive fire at MIDC in Navi Mumbai




A huge fire broke out at Navbharat Industrial chemical company at MIDC in Pawane, Navi Mumbai. According to Surendra Choudhari, fire officer of Emergency Response Station (ERS) of  Thane Belapur Industries Association (TBIA), the chemicals in the factory became fodder for the fire. Consequently the fire spread to three adjacent units as well. 




Besides using the fire engine from the ERS, fire engines from other fire stations had to be called to extinguish the fire. 12 private water tankers also had to be used to douse it.  It took twelve hours to bring the fire under control. There were no casualties as workers evacuated as soon as the fire broke out.




Source: The Times of India, The Indian Express




(Compiled by Shruti Gokarn)




Also read:




	Explainer – How Mumbai gets its water
	Increasing AC trains is cool, but reducing non-AC trains not done, say passengers
	Beach clean-up drives: Protecting the earth one step at a time


					
Olive Ridley turtles released at Besant Nagar beach in Chennai




The cute little creatures making their way through the sand and into the sea along the Chennai coast is a beautiful sight to watch for beach goers. Forest Department officials released around 10,000 newborn Olive Ridley turtles into the sea at the Besant Nagar beach on Monday. The Tamil Nadu coast is an important nesting site for these turtles. 




According to the Forest Department, nesting of the Olive Ridley turtles had been adversely affected following the Cyclone Michaung, which lashed the Chennai coast in December last year. But this year, because of the conservation efforts of the department and many other non-governmental organisations, the numbers have slowly picked up. There are two hatcheries in Chennai that have weather monitors that help keep track of changes in temperature.       




Source: The Hindu




Order issued to protect girl students in school vehicles 




With increasing number of sexual offences against girl children reported in the city, the Tamil Nadu School Education Department has issued guidelines to protect girl students travelling in school vans and buses. These guidelines will be applicable throughout the State. According to the order issued by the government, all school vehicles must have a female attendant. The guidelines also say that schools should conduct background check on the van driver and attendant and ensure they have no criminal records.




Source: DT Next        









Read more: Oil spill in Chennai’s Manali area can cause irreparable damage to Ennore Creek wetland









GCC removes unauthorised advertisements ahead of polls




Come poll season and the bus stops, subways and walls in the city are filled with party posters, graffiti and illegal advertisements promoting candidates from various political parties. Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections 2024, the Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) has recently conducted a drive to remove around 95,000 unauthorised political advertisements around the city. According to the GCC, it has removed more than 69,000 wall writings in both public and private spaces, while 22,086 illegal posters and more than 1,200 banners were taken down. However, there is still a lot of political graffiti seen on walls in public places. 




Source: The Hindu    




Over 4 lakh people in Chennai pledge to cast their vote in the upcoming elections  
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The Election Commission has been conducting various activities in the city to encourage voter participation. Pic: GCC  



As part of the Election Commission and Greater Chennai Corporation’s Systemic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) activities, around four lakh residents of North Chennai took a pledge to vote in the Lok Sabha 2024 elections. According to a news report, this has set a world record of maximum number of people taking pledges to vote within half a day. The GCC also conducted other activities including drawing and essay competitions for voter awareness, and officials from North Chennai were presented with awards from the Elite World Records and India Records Academy for organising these activities. 




Source: Times of India       









Read more: Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Dr Kalanidhi Veerasamy, Chennai North









Viral fever cases see an increase in Chennai




As temperatures soar in the city and the days have started getting hotter from April, both government and private hospitals have been reporting an increase in viral fever and flu cases among Chennai residents. Some of the symptoms noticed  by doctors include high grade fever that lasts for about two to three days, cold, cough and rashes on the body. As the weather changes, there are also cases of measles, mumps and dengue being reported in the city apart from viral infections, say doctors. 




Source: DT Next      




Also read: 




	When Chennai monsoons bring more than rain: Navigating seasonal infections
	Pedals of change: Chennai’s shift to a sustainable mobility future







					
Action against cholera outbreak




A 27-year-old woman was tested for cholera, when she showed symptoms such as diarrhoea and vomiting. Her doctor informed the nearest primary health centre.




The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) took measures for surveillance and a health team visited 165 houses around her residence. Some awareness campaigns were created about transmission of the disease, importance of hygiene and using clean water. But they did not find symptoms of cholera in the 165 households. 




As health officers and medical officers have been told to form Assembly Constituency/Zone Level Rapid Response Teams to deal with any cholera outbreak, the Palike also directed  hotels/restaurants/cafe owners to distribute hot drinking water to customers. Private and public healthcare centres have been told to report suspected cases.




Cholera cases sparked off by contaminated water have surged by 40% in the city, as reported by government and private hospitals. A number of private hospitals that recorded one or two cases of cholera every month have now recorded six to seven cases in less than a fortnight in March.




Health experts said that eating in small eateries, street food and contaminated drinking water could lead to cholera. Vomiting and diarrhea might cause severe dehydration and affect the kidneys due to fluid loss. Doctors advise the public that drinking water should be adequately treated or boiled. Hygienic practices like handwashing, especially before meals or cooking, should be followed. It is also important to encourage waste disposal and avoid contaminating water sources.




Source: The New Indian Express, Business Standard









Read more: Will vendors’ eviction make street food in Bengaluru safer?









More cuts in water supply




The Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) announced a 10% cut in water supply, from April 10th, to users of 40 lakh to 2 crore litres of water per day. It is expected to impact many skyscrapers, apartments and gated communities. Earlier, it had announced a 20% cut in water supply to 38 bulk users of more than two crore litres per day, saving nearly 10 million litres per Day (MLD).




BWSSB chairman Ram Prasath Manohar V advised users to adopt five principles of the ‘green star challenge’ — adopt conservation technologies, increase the use of treated water, monitor borewells with technology, dig rainwater harvesting pits and create awareness. The civic body launched the challenge to restaurants, bulk users and apartment complexes. It will also supply recycled water for construction activities.




The BWSSB installed 4,000 aerators in BBMP, BDA, HAL, Indira Canteens, IT department, Jayadeva Hospital, Silk Board and other government offices. It issued orders to mandate installation in malls, commercial complexes, apartments, government buildings, plush hotels and religious places. 




Source: Indian Express, The Hindu




Battling a heatwave




On April 4th, Bengaluru recorded its maximum temperature at 36.6 degrees Celsius, while on April 3rd, the temperature soared to 37.2 degrees Celsius, which made it the hottest day since 2016. Meteorologists predicted that the heat would rise further by 2 degrees in the next five days at Bengaluru Urban and Bengaluru Rural.




Dry weather and heat wave led to deficient rainfall in the state during the first three months this year. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) predicted the continuation of heatwave conditions.




The Karnataka State Disaster Management Authority released a set of guidelines to fight the heatwave in the next few days. It advised people to remain indoors during peak temperatures, especially between noon and 3 pm. It said that people should drink plenty of water regularly, wear light-coloured and cotton clothes, use goggles and an umbrella/hat and avoid alcohol, tea, coffee, and other carbonated drinks that might dehydrate the body. Pets should be kept in the shade and given plenty of water. It also directed people to see a doctor in case they feel dizzy or sick.




It has asked district-level authorities to offer drinking water facilities at markets, bus stands, bus terminals and other crowded places, store veterinary drugs prescribed for treating animal heat-related diseases and offer essential drinking water to motorists.




Source: India Today, The Hindu, Indian Express









Read more: Heat: The silent killer that threatens both body and mind









Recharging Open Wells




With the Friends of Lakes, India Cares Foundation and DCB Bank, the horticulture department excavated a traditional open well of a depth of 34 feet at the Lalbagh Botanical Garden. It is projected to yield at least 30,000 litres of water every two days.




This is a powerful and traditional water management system involving open wells and rainwater recharge, which was highlighted by Ram Prasad, founder of Friends of Lakes. He pointed out the importance of unconfined, shallow aquifers. He also highlighted traditional well diggers or mannu vaddars. His organisation aims to launch a “million recharge wells” campaign to set up at least 10 lakh recharge wells. He aims to make it easier to replenish unconfined shallow aquifers and assure a steady supply of potable water.




[image: https://bwssb.karnataka.gov.in/new-page/Rain%20Water%20Harvesting/en]
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Representative image. Pic courtesy: https://bwssb.karnataka.gov.in/



Meanwhile, there has been a spike in demand for rainwater harvesting (RWH) systems. As borewells ran dry and tanker prices shot up, a number of customers asked service providers for RWH solutions.




Source: Indian Express, The Hindu




Bannerghatta Road will close partially for a year




The Bengaluru Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL) announced on March 30th that a stretch of the Bannerghatta Road from the MICO signal to Anepalya junction will be partially closed for a year from April 1st, due to the Bengaluru Metro construction.




Commuters can reach Anepalya by taking a right turn at the MICO Signal leading to the Adugodi Signal via the BOSCH Link Road and then take a left towards Anepalya. 




Source: The News Minute




[Compiled by Revathi Siva Kumar]




Also read:




	Insights from K-RERA: Large real estate projects add to Bengaluru’s water stress 
	Traffic and mobility in Bengaluru: Plans, reality and what your MP said


					
	Name: Shrikant Shinde 
	Constituency: Kalyan 





Maharashtra chief minister Eknath Shinde’s son Shrikant Shinde is an orthopaedic surgeon and now a full time politician. The two term MP from Kalyan constituency is getting groomed to be the second most powerful leader in Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena faction, after his father.




Shrikant is a fresh face in the Maharashtra Politics. In 2014, this young politician was in the final year of M.S. (Orthopaedics) when he became MP for the 16th Lok Sabha at the age of 27 – the youngest Maratha member of the parliament ever. In the year 2019, he got re-elected for the second term as MP for the 17th Lok Sabha from the same constituency. He is the member of the consultative committee for the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.




In 2019, Shrikant won the seat with 63.03 % of the total 8,87,955 votes, garnering over five lakh votes. He defeated his nearest rival, Babaji Balram Patil of the NCP, by more than 3,44,343 votes. The constituency reported a voter turn out of 49.15 %. In the 2014 elections, Shrikant won over his closest rival Anand Prakash Paranjpe of INC by 2,50,749 votes.




[image: ]
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Areas of Ambernath, Ulhasnagar, Kalyan and Dombivli are densely populated with a majority working in south or western Mumbai. Several infrastructural issues such as connectivity, open spaces, water supply affect these areas. Pic: Vedant Mhatre  



At present the Kalyan Lok Sabha constituency consists of six assembly constituencies – Ambernath, Ulhasnagar, Kalyan East, Dombivli, Kalyan Rural, Mumbra and Kalwa. These are densely populated areas and several infrastructural challenges remain. Connectivity with Mumbai, as most people work in south or western Mumbai, has been a major issue (presently only suburban railways service these areas). Open spaces are scarce. Water supply, especially in summer months, is a major issue.  




Who is Dr Shrikant Shinde? 




	Name	Dr. Shrikant Eknath Shinde
	Age	37
	Political Party	Shiv Sena (Shinde)
	Educational Qualification	Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery, 2011, Dr. D.Y. Patil Medical College, Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra
Master of Surgery Orthopedics, 2015, Dr. D.Y. Patil Medical College, Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra
	Profession	Medical Practitioner, Businessperson, Social Worker
	Enrolled as Voter in	147 – Kopri (Maharashtra) constituency, at serial no. 91 in part no. 258
	Email	shrikantshinde87@yahoo.in
	Contact Number	9867112820
	Address	Bungalow No. 5 & 6, Landmark Society,Louiswadi Service Road, Thane-400604, Maharashtra





	Website: drshrikantshinde.in
	Facebook: Dr. Shrikant Eknath Shinde
	Instagram: @drshrikantshinde
	Twitter: @DrSEShinde





Criminal cases against Shrikant Shinde 




Shrikant Shinde has only one criminal case pending against him. He has been charged with offences such as criminal intimidation, wrongful restraint, intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of the peace, rioting and being a member of an unlawful assembly. 




Assets and liabilities  




The total assets of Dr Shrikant Shinde are detailed in the below table sourced from his previous affidavit submitted for the year of 2014 and 2019 respectively : 




	Details	Holdings in 2019	Holdings in 2014	Difference in 5 years
	Movable Assets	Rs 1,41,08,515	Rs 9,98,000	Rs 1,40,08,715
	Immovable Assets	Rs 55,08,000	Nil	Rs 55,08,000
	Total Assets (Movable+Immovable)	Rs 1,96,16,515	Rs 9, 98,000 	Rs 1,86,18,515
	Liabilities	Rs 12,41,233	Nil	12,41,233

Source: www.mynetainfo.in/ and https://ceoelection.maharashtra.gov.in/ceo/ 








Read more: Dombivli’s water shortage: A fight that gets harder by the year









Positions held by Dr Shrikant Shinde  




In 17th Lok Sabha : 




	Member, Constituent Committee, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 2019 onwards
	Member, Standing Committee on Defence





In 16th Lok Sabha (2014-2019) : 




	Member, Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare (1 Sep.2014 – 25 May 2019)
	Member, Committee on Violation on Protocol Norms and Contemptuous Behaviour of Government Officers with Members of Lok Sabha (15 Sep.2014 – 25 May 2019)
	Member, Consultative Committee, Ministry of Urban Development, Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation





Dr Shrikant Shinde’s performance in Parliament  




In 2023, Shrikant Shinde was ranked as one of the top-performing parliamentarians in India. He attained 100 percent attendance in the Monsoon Session and Special Session for the year 2021 and 2022 respectively. However, in the monsoon session held during Covid -19 pandemic, his performance lowered to 40 percent. His performance data is laid out in the table given below : 




	MP	Attendance	No. of Debates Participated	No. of Questions Asked	Private Member’s Bill
	D. Shrikant Shinde	79%	111	556	12
	National Average	79%	45.1	204	1.5
	State Average	74%	55.9	375	2.9

Source: https://prsindia.org/ and https://sansad.in/



He participated in 111 debates, which includes topics such as : 




	Introduction of AC Local trains at Ambernath, Badlapur and Dombivli.
	Request to establish a Khelo India Centre at Kalyan.
	Request to give a CGHS Centre at Dombivali or Kalyan
	Demand for Passport Seva Kendra at Kalyan
	Expansion of Post Office Passport Seva Kendra at Dombivali.





He asked 556 questions in parliament, which is higher than the national and state average of 204 and 375 respectively. These include: 




	Flood control schemes
	Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund
	Technology for water purification
	MBBS seats in medical colleges
	Bio-Toilets by DRDO





Shrikant had introduced 12 Private Member Bills in the Parliament, which is higher than national and state average of 1.5 and 2.9 respectively. These include: 




	Antarrashtriya Marathi Vishwavidyalaya Bill, 2022
	The compulsory training of CPR in Schools Bill, 2019
	The compulsory teaching of Urban Planning in Schools Bill, 2022
	The Ban on Single-Use Plastic Bill, 2019





Dr Shrikant Shinde’s MPLADS spending  




The total amount allocated to MP Shrikant Shinde since 2014:   




	Amount released 	Rs 25 crore
	Total expenditure 	Rs 25.80 crore
	Balance	Rs 2.69 Crore

Source: https://mplads.gov.in



Some of the completed projects include Construction of road between Davadi Gram Panchayat to Regency Society, Construction and beautification of Savalaram Maharaj Playing Ground and Beautification of Kachore Circle Patri Pool Chowk in Ward No. 61 of Kalyan-Dombivli. 




Dr Shrikant Shinde in news 




Dr Shrikant was vocal and played a crucial role for repair and renovation work for the 936 year old Shilahara period Shiv Temple at Ambernath. A total amount of Rs. 138.2 crore was allotted by the Maharashtra state government after getting the final nod from the Archeological Survey of India. Shrikant also organised Shiv Mandir Art Festival with singers like Hari Haran, Amit Trivedi and Mohit Chauhan in order to promote it globally.




The two-term MP Shrikant Shinde will be conferred Sansad Ratna award for his performance during the 17th Lok Sabha. Dr Shrikant Shinde is among the top five performing members of parliament. 




In the five year tenure from 2019 to 2023, he asked 556 questions, participated in 111 debates and introduced 12 Private Member Bills. This award was announced based on the comprehensive performance data sourced from the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha and the PRS Legislative Research.




Despite this performance, reports indicate that the BJP is not confirming his candidature from Kalyan. This is because of seat sharing tussle between Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena and local BJP units. Uddhav Thackeray led Sena and Shinde’s faction have engaged in bitter accusations and allegations since their split and often engage in maligning each other’s image. On one instance Sanjay Raut shared a picture of Shrikant Shinde with a criminal and raised questions. The youth leader who had escorted the criminal to wish Shrikant on his birthday, was fired later.  




Amidst bitter rivalries and leaders making questionable alliances, candidature for Lok Sabha elections will remain a contentious issue for several leaders, including Shrikant Shinde.  




Also read: 




	Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Gajanan Kirtikar, Mumbai North West
	The destruction of the Ulhas river: can we reverse it?
	The case for merging Mumbai’s suburban public bus systems


					
A little white disc flies through the air; chased by many, and caught deftly by a girl, who then sends it whizzing across the sandy shore. This is a scene that often unfolds along Chennai’s Besant Nagar beach, next to the red police booth. The vast, open space afforded by the beach sets the stage for a fun sport, involving a 175g white disc.




Ultimate Frisbee is fast-paced, involving seven players from each team on opposite sides of the field, throwing the disc to each other, racing to catch it and passing it along to teammates.




The most popular format played in India is the Mixed Ultimate, where both men and women play together. However, while the mixed gender aspect is welcome, it brings with it several complicated dynamics among teammates, which also seem reflective of the roles and limits on women in society. 




Through a decade of playing, I have witnessed women in this sport grow and take the forefront; but with growth, comes growing pains. I spoke with many young women, who play on the beach and across turfs and grounds in the city, to gain clarity on the obstacles Mixed Ultimate poses for them. And how it can be a possible platform, where men and women may achieve true equity.









Read more: Chennai women cycle to assert their right to the city









A little about the sport




A few graduates, who played the sport in the US first brought it to Chennai. They loved it so much that they decided to start their own team back home. What started as a small group of friends playing a brand new sport evolved into a large community of nearly eight teams in Chennai today. It is now played all over the country, with regular tournaments, and teams having represented the country in international forums as well. 




The rules are fairly straightforward; no body contact, no moving when the disc is in hand, and points are scored by catching the disc in the opposite team’s ‘end-zone’ (a rectangular area defined on either end). The game starts with a pull (a long throw), from one of the teams to the other team. The other then moves the disc among themselves, attempting to take it all the way to the opposite end zone, while the defenders try to intercept the disc.




The allure of a new sport, and with it, a new community




As a young college student, I found Ultimate to be the perfect game to immerse myself in, with its mixed-gender gameplay, self-refereed spirit, and no-contact rule.




I remember my first day playing; it was a balmy summer morning and I was asked to join in on a game. I stood awkwardly on the field but once I started running barefoot on the beach, exhilaration flooded me. I felt free. When I first joined, the gender ratio in frisbee was two women and five men on the line (a term we use for the set of players in a round or point). Currently, it is an alternating 4:3 ratio of men to women, a major change implemented in 2018 by UPAI (the governing body of Ultimate Frisbee in India). 




According to Sarah, who has been playing the sport longer than me, there had even been days when there were six men for one woman.




The appeal of Mixed Ultimate for some women stems from the no-contact rule. For others, it offers a social outlet and the thrill of competing alongside men. It is also a means to stay physically active in adulthood rather than just hitting the gym. 




Harini says, “I’ve always found connecting with people through shared activities more meaningful and easier than just verbal conversations.” Chasing a disc and landing it gives me a dopamine hit each time, and keeps me going back for more.




Having a competitive edge in Frisbee 




[image: frisbee]
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The role of women in Ultimate Frisbee has grown over the years. Pic: Naveen Kumar 



Right now, the game is much more competitive than it used to be; the change facilitated by a gruelling tournament schedule and growing standards of play. This can be a double-edged sword. Some women are more inclined towards this approach as it drives them to “get better.” 




For others, the competition becomes a deterrent. Ananditha falls into the former category. “I find that spaces with men in the sport are more competitive and often have higher standards set. I like the mixed format because women can be exposed to the same standard as men and strive to compete as equals.” 




On the other hand, women who want to  pick up a new hobby or casually play, simply cannot commit the time. It also leaves them feeling guilty when they cannot keep up. Harini, relates to this guilt on a deep level, saying, “Everyone on the team prioritises the sport and seems committed. I feel like a bad teammate for not putting in the same effort. It makes me feel that I don’t belong.” 




This is a very women specific issue, and quite a conundrum. As Prema elaborates, “I feel like the role of women in Ultimate gets determined by the need that we have created in the Indian Ultimate Frisbee community (eg: the requirement for meeting gender ratio guidelines in order to be able to play tournaments) as opposed to considering the preferences of the female matching player and what they want from the sport.” A female matching player is any player who identifies as female.




Given that Ultimate in Chennai is structured around club team practices and tournaments at levels from regionals to nationals, many women are being invited to play purely to fill the quotas of the updated gender ratio. 




As a result, women’s goals for playing and needs within the sport are sidestepped and at times even ignored entirely. Kathy describes a phenomenon from multiple tournaments she has played. 




“I can play my role exceptionally well, but I’m not very fast. So, I’m given way less game time on the field compared to someone newer but speedy. Sometimes, they are exhausted and dejected, but asked to play nonetheless just because they can run, even if it doesn’t  necessarily make a difference in the game. Meanwhile, I stand on the sidelines feeling spurned and disrespected despite my disc skills.” Neither woman seems to have a say in how they’d like to play, and why.




Complicated power dynamics between men and women teammates  
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Women have to often work harder to prove themselves in the game. Pic: Naresh Kumar



In Chennai, while the ‘mixed’ format is a great avenue to build conversations around genders interactions, playing together may bring up complications between players. Culturally, men are encouraged to foray into sports from a young age, allowing them to slip into adult sports with a level of familiarity that is not afforded women. 




Men may not have concerns regarding the time and place they choose to play, while women are wary of playing at night, and in distant locations. Many team practices take place at night, often extending till 9 or 10 pm. These advantages simply leave men poised for more play, and therefore more say in how frisbee is played.




Most women I interacted with had the common gripe of having to go against their families, battle social stigma, overcome safety concerns and tackle accessibility. 




Cathy, who had been playing with a different team, explains why her team no longer plays. “All the women who played with us were held back by family pressures. They would not let them play. It was heartbreaking.” 









Read more: Who benefits from the free bus for women scheme?









Travel time and distance, frequent interactions with men, sport being viewed as ‘unwomanly’, potential injuries, and even playing in the sun are reasons cited by many families to discourage women from playing. Sarah, with a chuckle, adds that her parents sometimes think frisbee is holding her back from visiting them often. 




During my early days of playing, my parents were also reluctant to allow me to take part in the sport. I’ll never forget the struggle I had in convincing them to come watch me play. They never did. It makes me sad to this day.




It’s not just the off-field obstacles. Inherent bias towards the capabilities of women has a definite presence in the sport. Cathy says, “I give my heart and soul to playing; but I often feel that I am not respected with enough disc time.” Men touch the disc, as Sarah says, “at least three times more than women.” She’s not far off the mark as elaborated in an article published by Ultiworld, which states that men touch the disc twice as much as women.




Ananditha feels that women get punished harder for their mistakes on the field and are required to ‘make up’ for it for men to ‘trust them’ enough to pass the disc again. Despite having played for eight years, I  was once told that it was my responsibility to “build trust among the men” that I would not drop the disc so they would throw it to me.




What is learned CAN be unlearned




[image: frisbee]
[image: frisbee]
Playing Ultimate Frisbee can be a liberating experience for many women. Pic: Naveen Kumar 



Although there’s potential for greater inclusivity, many men are open to discussions on this topic and are mindful of their perceptions of women who play alongside them. One of the ways in which a Chennai team attempted to promote inclusivity, was by holding small matches within the team, and awarding more points for women-led assists (the throw which results in a score) and hucks (long throws). Such initiatives work wonders in bolstering women’s voices and allowing them to build confidence in their skill.




Almost all the women I spoke to have seen or experienced disrespect in different ways on and off field. Harini speaks about her qualms with the way men glorify extremely simple plays she makes on field. “I wonder if being appreciated doesn’t necessarily equate to being respected in the community. I wonder if to be respected means one should be as good as their male counterparts.”




I’m inclined to agree because while it is true that physical and biological barriers hold men and women to different standards in sport, excessive mollycoddling of women by the opposite gender can be condescending.




Sarah also mentions that a lot of male players seem comfortable sharing unsolicited advice and feedback on how to throw the disc or where to run on field.




There are some positive improvements in the Ultimate community in Chennai as well. Prema says, “There are more feminists playing,” which certainly makes a difference and Mina agrees to this adding, “I see women standing up for themselves. Chauvinist jokes and remarks have reduced.”




Speaking up against discrimination, everyone agrees, is the first step towards addressing the issues and thereby eventually solving them. Unfortunately, this puts the onus on women to change the sometimes unjust situations.




From the days of women being a number to fill, to now, when women play significant roles on field, there has been a marked improvement. And still, there is work to do. Ultimate Frisbee in Chennai is a platform for men and women to come together in sport, and in many ways, it is representative of the gender issues in our society as well. 




The more women play, the more there are women with all kinds of objectives to play — allowing for a more diverse community of Ultimate Frisbee in Chennai. This would allow for women in leadership; teams with more women than men; hobby-oriented spaces for casual frisbee players; and as a result, more women voicing what they require from the sport and defining the manner of their participation.




Also read: 




	Are Chennai streets safe for women? Here’s what they told us
	International Women’s Day: Single women shun judgements, embrace their identities


					
Within just a few decades, Bengaluru has grown into the third largest city and the fifth largest metropolitan area of the country, with over 13 million people. The city’s rapid development is evident in the rise of built-up area, which has increased 37.4% in 2002 to 93.3% in 2020. In just 40 years, the extent of water bodies has reduced from 3.4% (1973) to less than 1% (2013), placing Bengaluru’s water resources under tremendous stress. 




Consequently, the city has come to depend heavily on Cauvery water and private water tankers or individual borewells to meet its daily demand. The overexploitation of groundwater is particularly concerning, especially in the context of the water crisis that is currently plaguing some parts of the city.









Read more: Water shortage in Bengaluru: Families, schools, hospitals share their struggle
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Sources of water as per RERA. Map: Team RERA at OpenCity.in water datajam



Tracing water consumption patterns in real estate development




While analysing water consumption in the city, it is important to shine the spotlight on what patterns of real estate development tell us about current as well as future water demands. We decided to probe this further in the datajam conducted by OpenCity.in, held last month. .




Real estate projects are regulated by The Karnataka Real Estate Regulatory Authority (K-RERA), constituted under the RERA Act of 2016. The Act is meant to help homeowners by ensuring transparency and accountability among developers. The Government of Karnataka’s RERA website functions as a repository of all the real estate projects that have been approved or are pending approval by RERA.




Recently, it was notified that all real estate projects must declare their water sources and obtain a No Objection Certificate (NOC) from either the Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) or the relevant local authority. This additional piece of information allows us to understand the water consumption patterns of new and upcoming projects in the city.




For our study, we scraped project details from the K-RERA website and looked at the self-reported information on water sources. From the longlist, we chose to focus on projects that have over 1,000 units since they are likely to have a high water demand.




Out of 19 privately developed projects plotted from our sample of K-RERA, 13 reported ‘self-development’ as their main water source, indicating reliance on borewell and groundwater through private tankers. The remaining six, particularly those outside the BWSSB limits, listed their water source as the relevant ‘local authority’, indicating that their water source may be a mix of groundwater and surface water bodies. Surprisingly, none of the projects reported BWSSB as their water source, despite many of them being within the BWSSB boundary.




[image: none of the 19 projects mention BWSSB as their water source]
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Declared sources of water as per RERA. Map: Team RERA at opencity.in water datajam








Read more: Utilise treated wastewater: Bengaluru’s first water balance report









Way forward for K-RERA




While the mandate to disclose water sources is a welcome move, it needs to be made more transparent and stringent. Since water availability and requirement is not straightforward, it must be assumed that water consumption and use practices will also be complicated. Categories like ‘self-development’ and ‘local authority’ do not allow us to understand the reality of water consumption patterns in these large projects.




The data reveals an overdependence on groundwater and private water tankers as the primary source of water. Large projects are high water consumers and their presence can further exacerbate the water scarcity situation the city is currently facing.




Further, there is a need to expand RERA regulations to waste water disposal. While the BWSSB mandates STP plants for all apartments above 120 units this is rarely implemented in practice, leading to rampant mismanagement and pollution of water bodies in the city. RERA provides an opportunity to integrate the fragmented water governance landscape.




Information reported by bodies like RERA will be critical in planning and creating resilient water infrastructure for the city. However, the data must be standardised and captured in as much detail as possible in order to be truly useful.




Also read:




	Environmental Clearance: What’s that, why do builders need it?
	Real estate developers face few hurdles in getting environment clearance
	Superficial studies and low transparency make Env Clearance process pointless
	Biodiversity loss from mega real estate projects: What is missing, what can be done?


					
The three-time Member of Parliament (MP) from the Chennai Central constituency, Dayanidhi Maran, a prominent member of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) party is contesting for the Lok Sabha seat for the fourth time. 




Dayanidhi Maran is the son of former Union Minister Murasoli Maran and the grandnephew of former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and DMK president M Karunanidhi. He stepped into Lok Sabha for the first time in 2004, after winning from the Chennai Central constituency. 




Subsequently, he was re-elected from the same constituency in the 2009 general elections and the 2019 general elections. In 2004, after his first victory in the elections, Maran went on to become the Union Minister for Communications and Information Technology, at the age of 38. During his tenure, he introduced the ‘One Rupee One India’ plan across the country, which enabled calls across the country at a rate of  ₹ 1 per minute. 




In the 2009 Lok Sabha elections, he contested again from the Chennai Central constituency and won by a margin of 33,454 votes with a vote share of 46.82% of the total votes polled, by defeating the AIADMK candidate SMK Mohamed Ali Jinnah. For the third time, Maran won the 2019 Lok Sabha elections from the Chennai Central parliamentary constituency securing 4,48,911 votes by defeating his nearest rival with a record-breaking victory margin of 3,01,520 votes.  









Read more: Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Dr Kalanidhi Veerasamy, Chennai North









Dayanidhi Maran: Personal information




	Name	Dayanidhi Maran
	Age 	57
	Place of Birth	Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
	Political party	DMK
	Education	Graduate (B.A. Economics)
	Profession	Politician, business person
	Father’s name	Murasoli Maran
	Mother’s name	Mallika Maran
	Spouse’s name	Priya Dayanidhi Maran
	Children	2  
	Name enrolled as voter in	Chennai South Lok Sabha constituency
	Present address	3, First Avenue, Boat Club Road,
R A Puram, Chennai – 600 028, Tamil Nadu
	Contact number	09840022728/ 044-24371515
	Email 	dmaranoffice@gmail.com





Online presence: 




	Website:  www.dmaran.in
	Facebook: dayanidhi.maran.official
	Instagram: instagram.com/dayanidhimaranmp
	Twitter: @Dayanidhi_Maran





Criminal cases: 




Dayanidhi Maran’s tenure has been clouded by corruption allegations related to spectrum allocation during his time as Telecom Minister. Maran has one criminal case pending against him. 




IPC Section 120B(1), 409, 467, 471, 477A 




FIR No RC/DST/2013/A/0019, CBI/STF/DLI, Sr. Supdt. of Police, CBI/STF, New Delhi, CC No 12/2017, XIV Additional Special Judge for CBI Cases, Chennai-104, Sec 13(2),13(1)C, 13(1)d of P.C Act 1988. 





1 charge related to Criminal breach of trust by a public servant, or by banker, merchant, or agent (IPC Section-409).
1 charges related to Forgery of valuable security, will, etc. (IPC Section-467).
1 charge related to the Falsification of accounts (IPC Section-477A). 




1 charges related to using as genuine a forged document or electronic record 
(IPC Section-471).  




Source: MyNeta.info 




Assets and Liabilities




	Details	Holdings in 2019	Holdings in 2024
	Movable assets	Rs 11.67 cr	Rs 12.52 cr
	Immovable
assets	Rs 59,000	Rs 4.53 cr
	Total Assets 
(Movable + Immovable)	Rs 11.68 cr	Rs 17.07 cr*
	Liabilities	Nil	Nil

*Gross total value as per affidavit. Source: ECI Candidate affidavit and MyNeta.info



Positions held




In the 17th Lok Sabha: 




	Member of Joint Committee on the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 (From Aug 2021),
	Member, Committee on Estimates (2019 to 2023)





[Source: https://sansad.in/ls]




Performance in Parliament




[image: maran]
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The Chennai Central MP campaigning in his constituency. Pic courtesy: Instagram page of Dayanidhi Maran 



Dayanidhi Maran has a decent attendance of about 77% in Parliament. He had participated in 20 debates and raised nearly 136 questions in the Lok Sabha.




	MP	Attendance	No. of debates participated	No. of questions asked	Private Member’s Bill  
	Dayanidhi Maran	77 %	20	136	Nil
	National average	79 %	46.7	210	1.5
	State (TN) average	 74 %	52.9	255	1.5

Source: Prsindia



Dayanidhi Maran participated in 20 debates, which included topics such as:  




	General Discussion on the Interim Budget-2024-25
	The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2023 and the Ordinance, 2023
	Supplementary Demands for Grants First Batch for 2022-2023 and demands for Excess Grants 2019-2020 Budget (General)
	The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022
	The High Court and Supreme Court Judges (Salaries and Conditions of Service) Amendment Bill, 2021
	The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Seventh Amendment) Bill, 2021
	Discussion on COVID-19 situation in the country LS – Short Duration Discussions (Rule-193)
	The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019
	The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019 and The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019
	The National Capital Territory of Delhi (Recognition of Property Rights of Residents in Unauthorised Colonies) Bill, 2019.










Read more: Meet Dayanidhi Maran, MP-elect from Chennai Central









He asked as many as 136 questions in Parliament. Some of these include: 




	Progress under JJM
	MoU between India and EU
	Collaboration with Indian Army
	Investigations in Corporate Governance
	AIIMS, Madurai
	Shortage of Beds in Hospitals
	Better Management of Gas Cylinders
	Track Expansion
	Sports Infrastructure in Tamil Nadu
	Development Projects in Foreign Countries
	Poshan Tracker App
	Separate Division for Micro-Enterprises
	MDA Scheme
	Market Development Assistance Scheme
	PLI Schemes for Food Processing
	Measures for Filling up of Judges Post
	Functioning of NURPA
	Textiles Manufacturing Hub
	Workshop on PRIs and Community based Organisations
	New Regulatory Regime for Start-ups





Source: PRSIndia




Among the questions raised by Dayanidhi Maran in Parliament, he had sought details of the progress made under the Jal Jeevan Mission since its inception in 2019. He also asked about the specific challenges faced by the Ministry of Jal Shakthi in achieving the goal of providing safe drinking water connections to all rural households by 2024. 




He has also enquired with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare about the construction of All India Institute of Medical Sciences in Madurai, Tamil Nadu. Mr Maran has also sought details from the Government about enhancing sports infrastructure in Tamil Nadu. 




The full list of the questions the MP asked and the position he took in debates, is available here.    




MPLADS spending of Chennai Central




	Total entitlement 	Rs 17 crore
	Amount recommended by MP	Rs 20.51 crore
	Amount sanctioned	Rs 16.77 crore
	Expenditure incurred	Rs 8.52 crore
	Unspent balance	Rs 0.1786 crore
	Utilisation percentage of amount released	121.845%

Source: MPLADS



Dayanidhi Maran in the news




Dayanidhi Maran has a flair for writing. He has contributed several editorials to Kungumam – a Tamil weekly; and has been associated with print media and information technology for the last 13 years. 




During his tenure as IT and Telecommunication Minister, the call rates of mobiles and landlines were drastically reduced which in-turn influenced the growth of subscriptions.




The incumbent MP from Chennai Central constituency has often courted controversy with his remarks over the last five years. In December last year, an old video of the MP surfaced, where he was seen making derogatory remarks about Hindi-speaking people from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. This episode created a political furore, with BJP leaders condemning his words.             




Also read: 




	Lok Sabha 2024: Know your MP — Poonam Mahajan, Mumbai North Central
	Chennai Central: Voters voice various concerns in constituency of high-profile contestants
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